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Introduction  

The Palliser Airshed Society (PAS) 
is a multi-stakeholder non-profit 
organization consisting of industry, local 
government, environmental organizations, 
Alberta Environment, and the local health 
authority.  PAS was formed in 2003 in 
response to concerns over air quality in the 
Medicine Hat region. In 2007, the Palliser 
Airshed zone expanded its borders parallel 
to the boundaries of the former Palliser 
Health Region. The airshed zone was 
operated till the end of 2010 when the 
airshed zone expanded the southwest 
border westward to Highway 4 and Highway 
36. Figure 1 illustrates the history of airshed 
boundaries of the Palliser Airshed Zone. 

The current airshed zone 
encompasses an area about 45,000 km2. 
Approximately 100,000 people live and work 

in this area. The major industries include oil 
and gas processing, power generation, 
manufacturing, agriculture, ranching and 
tourism.  

The PAS air quality monitoring 
network uses a combination of both 
continuous and passive monitoring 
technologies. The network is designed to 
provide information to stakeholders in 
strategy developmentā and allow for the 
protection of the environment through sound 
management.  

Up to 2010, the air quality monitoring 
network contains one continuous monitoring 
station, one portable monitoring station, and 
20 passive sampling sites. Two new passive 
sampling sites join the airshed zone since 
January 2011. 

Vision 
Air quality in known and valued to ensure clean, healthy air for today and tomorrow. 

 

Mission 
Collecting and communicating credible ambient air quality data back to all stakeholders. 

 

Principles 
Through the development and achievement of a consensus basedā multi-disciplinary 
stakeholder groupā the Palliser Airshed Society (PAS) is committed to collecting and 
communicating credible ambient air quality data back to all stakeholders. Through this 
open communicationā PAS is committed to achieving the following: 
 
× An open relaxed forum for all stakeholders to express their concerns;  
× Create an understanding of air quality issues facing the area and the potential effects 
to humanā animal and vegetative health;  

× Educate the public in the interactionsā generation and dispersion of common air 
contaminates;  

× Serve as an avenue for members of the public to confirm industriesô commitment to 
environmental health; and 

× For the Palliser Airshed to be recognized as a credibleā committed and responsible 
society. 
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Figure 1. Boundary of the Palliser Airshed Zone  

 




































































